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An Exhibition of Religions in Japan. — Rev. Joseph Cook in a recent 
lecture calls attention to the latest news from Japan respecting a proposed 
Parliament of Religions. He says : " Among the echoes of the world's first 
Parliament of Religions there has come to us from beyond seas nothing more 
suggestive and resonant than the news that the Mikado of Japan, a consecrated 
ruler whose family line antedates the Caesars, has ordered a competitive 
exhibition of the religions in his Empire. In the list of these he includes 
Christianity. Each faith is to justify itself by its history, its best books, its 
characteristic doctrines and institutions, its harmony with conscience, its 
reasonable expectations for the future, and especially by its acknowledged 
effects when transmitted into life. The Emperor has caught with large, if not 
entire, accuracy the key-note of the World's Parliament of Religions. His 
scheme is novel and almost startling, but no one fears that Christianity, if 
fairly represented in this original method of studying its contrasts and con- 
tacts with rival faiths, can fail to seem absolutely peerless to educated and 
conscientious men. Of course no such exhibition can cause a final verdict to 
be given, for centuries of experience will yet testify to the merits and demerits 
of religions, and Christianity fears no rivalry before the court of ages. This 
competitive examination of creeds and the resulting deeds is to be held in 
Kioto, a noble and venerable city, the joy of the whole Empire, always spoken 
of by the Japanese with reverential tenderness and exulting pride." 

Islam as a Civilizer in Africa. — A French traveler in the Soudan, sent upon 
a government mission in these regions, has given some interesting and impor- 
tant testimony to what Mohammedanism has done for these regions. He 
says, among other things, the following : " That which most struck us, when, 
penetrating the basin of the Chare, we were advancing in the direction of 
Lake Tchad, was the political organization which the Mussulman rulers of 
Central Soudan had imposed on the pagan populations subjected to their rule. 
We must truly acknowledge that the expansion of Islam introduces a consid- 
erable progress into these lands. Many of these tribes, up to this time a 
prey to barbarism, whose political and social concept did not extend beyond 
the family and village, among which intestine war prevailed in a chronic 
state, are to-day, in their dependence on a Mussulman ruler, enjoying a state 
of civilization certainly superior to that of the populations which Islam has 
not yet touched. No doubt the Mussulman conquest does not proceed with- 
out at first causing ruin and bloodshed. All round the Mussulman states of 
the Soudan exists a sort of frontier " march " which gradually encroaches upon 
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the fetichist populations and in which the implantation of Islam does not take 
place without blows and conflicts. But so soon as submission is an accom- 
plished fact, so soon as the ruler is sure of having before him a people 
respectful of his authority, he limits himself to a sort of overlordship, reduced 
to a regulation of the most general matters, which leaves to the native his 
personality, his beliefs and his traditions." 

" In making these statements we are not to conclude that the civilization 
of Islam is the only one which is forever suitable to the population of Central 
Soudan. We mean only that it marks an undeniable progress beyond the 
rudiments of the social organization of the fetichists, that it is a stage, per- 
haps necessary, towards civilization such as we understand it, and that in any 
case political prudence demands that we accept the Mussulman organization 
where it is established ; instead of opposing it we must utilize it, and restrict 
ourselves for the moment simply to stopping the transportation and recruit- 
ing of slaves, as we have done in our African possessions of the North and 
the West. Furthermore, for yet a long time the Mussulman will be here, as 
the Chinaman in the extreme East, the necessary intermediary between the 
native buyers or producers and the European buyers. Has he not already ele- 
vated the economic and political condition of the greater part of the native 
populations of the Soudan ? As for ourselves, from the time that we left the 
pagan regions we were protected from the ill-will of the half -hostile barbarous 
petty chiefs, always ready for attack and pillage. We were then offered pro- 
visions in fair abundance, the chiefs showed themselves disposed to aid us in 
our march, and the Mussulman traders, that traverse Central Soudan to 
exchange gum, ivory and caoutchouc with the manufactured products of 
European origin, did not hesitate to serve us with guides, or to lend us their 
cooperation." E. B. 



